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Rail travel in Great Britain  

8% 

69% 

22% 

Long distance 
London and South East 
Regional 

Rail passenger journeys in Great Britain have 
more than doubled in the last 20 years. 

In London & the South East, where most rail 
journeys are made, rail usage has increased 
16% in the last five years. 

There are some signs that growth has been 
slowing and recent figures have shown a 
small decline in national rail usage2 . 

Rail usage 

1.7 billion 
passenger 
journeys 

Share of journeys by sector2 

Figures do not add to 100 due to rounding. 

Walk Car or van Bus Surface Rail 

Car or van remains the dominant mode of travel 
except for the very shortest journeys. 

Buses made up only 4% of all distance 
travelled, and tended to be used as a public 
transport option for trips between 1 and 5 
miles1. 

Rail tends to be used for longer trips; the 
average rail journey was 29 miles whereas the 
average car journey was about 9 miles1. 

Rail Other Private 

Mode share of all trips1 

64% of rail journeys started or ended in London4 

London residents were four times more likely to use rail than 
those living elsewhere in England. Other regions tended to be 
more reliant on car usage, whereas London has the lowest 
level of car usage of all regions1 . 

The UK rail network is one of the most heavily used in terms 
of train kilometres in the European Union15 . 

583,400 42,300 

Morning Peak arrivals: autumn 20163 
Central London had 13 times more passenger arrivals in the 
morning peak than the next highest city (Birmingham). 

5.7% of morning peak arrivals in London exceeded train 
capacities, more than any other major city3 . 

In 2015, trains in the UK 
travelled: 

792 
trips per 
person 

961 
trips per 
person 

London: 
England 

excluding London: 

London Birmingham 
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Rail passenger journeys in GB2 
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Average distance travelled by mode: England, 20161 
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Rail Performance, Infrastructure and Freight  

Performance 
The Public Performance Measure (PPM) is the 

Percentage of trains ‘on time’ by rail sector industry’s main measure of train punctuality. It 

60% 

70% 

80% 

90% 

100% measures the percentage of trains ‘on time’ (i.e. within 5 
minutes of the scheduled destination time, or for Long 
Distance services within 10 minutes). 

Performance fell sharply following the Hatfield accident 
in October 2000, and gradually recovered over the 
following decade. 

In 2016-17, 87.7% of trains were ‘on time’ in Great 
Britain. This is the lowest annual score for eleven years, 
as poor performance in the London and South East 
sector has driven down national PPM16 . 

Sectors: 
London & South East 

Long Distance 
Regional and Scotland 

In 2016-17 in Great Britain17: 

2,560 
stations 

34% of 

electrified route 

29% less carbon 

emissions per 
passenger KM than 
in 2005-06 

The average age of 
rolling stock was 
21 years 

15,811 km 
of route 

Infrastructure 

Rail Freight 
Rail freight moved by commodity 25Rail freight makes up 9% of freight moved 

domestically, with the majority carried on roads. 

Rail freight moved has fallen sharply. This was driven 
by a drop of 82% in coal freight over 3 years, as a 
gradual move towards renewable sources of energy B
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has caused the closure of some coal power stations. 

Coal Domestic intermodal Commodities such as ‘domestic intermodal’ and 
Construction Metals construction have increased over many years18. Oil and petroleum International 
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